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CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS
I’m sure all members will be
looking for ward to our
programme for 2018/19. As 60
members attended the AGM
on an evening of miserable
weather on September 25th, it
seems that we are all set for
another successful season.
The main attraction was, of
course, the excellent talk given
by Professor George Maxwell and you can read the
report on this elsewhere in the newsletter.
One of our major projects last session was our
petition to the Scottish Parliament asking that
legislation should be enacted to protect 39
significant Scottish battlefields (including Bothwell
Bridge) from inappropriate development. The
petition attracted 1,322 signatures of support from
across the globe. The Public Petitions Committee
met on September 13th and gave a sympathetic
response to our request. They decided to write to
the Scottish Government, Historic Environment
Scotland, COSLA , the Scottish Tourism Alliance
and Visit Scotland. The video recording of the
meeting is available to watch on the Parliament’s
You Tube channel and the official report will be
available on the petition’s webpage in due course.
Later in the AGM, Eric Denton reported on a
meeting he had had with a local developer who
proposed to buy the Covenanter’s Field, build a

house and donate the rest of the field to the
community. The unanimous decision of the
meeting was that the Historical Society could not
support this plan.
Ever keen to find a project, Bill Gow has been
managing a joint exercise between the Historical
Society and the Parish Church to restore the wall
at the Dixon Gate to the church. A fuller report is
included in this newsletter.
Our heritage collection is expanding and is well
worth a visit. Amongst other things we have
acquired are copies of the works of Joanna Baillie
and some replica Victorian toys for children to play
with. If you have anything of local or Scottish
interest and would like to donate or lend it to the
collection, please let us know.
We are an essentially an older group, in common
with other local organisations and this is a cause
for concern for the future of the Society. Young
people lead busy and active lives and all we can
hope is that we have laid the foundations for future
generations to carry on what we have initiated.
My thanks to everyone who has helped to make
Bothwell Historical Society a force for good in the
community.
Jack Gallacher

ELMWOOD
In 1878 Elmwood House in Bothwell was
purchased by the Franciscan Order of Nuns with a
view to opening a secondary school for girls. At
that time the Sisters had been in Glasgow for 31
years. There they had already established a
successful boarding school for girls – Our Lady and
Saint Francis School, also known as Charlotte
Street.
Long years of cholera outbreaks were a threat to
the health of the girls so, when Elmwood House in
Bothwell came on the market the Sisters identified
an ideal location in “the country”. In the wake of
the Reformation it was difficult for Religious
Orders to acquire property so the Sisters enlisted
the help of a kindly librarian in Bothwell. He
bought the house on their behalf and was blackballed from the local bowling club for his kind
deed. History is full of ‘genuine fears’ and
Elmwood Senior Secondary School for girls was
eventually received and much admired by the
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people of Bothwell. Elmwood accommodated both
boarders and day pupils. In time the Sisters opened
a Private School for primary girls and boys.
Commonly referred to as the “Convent School”,
Elmwood served well the educational needs of the
Catholic population in Lanarkshire until it finally
closed its doors in 1977. Its legacy still remains with
so many “old girls” still in our midst. Several “old
girls” have spent their declining years on the
Elmwood Campus now divided between Elmwood
Court and Elmwood Manor.
W hi l e E l mwo o d Co u r t prov i de s pr i va te
accommodation for retired ladies and gentlemen,
Elmwood Manor offers large commodious private
flats for an eclectic group of residents. This
residential development is as lively today as the
school campus was when I was a pupil.
Liz Doyle, Elmwood Court
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A MOMENTOUS DAY AT BOTHWELL PARISH CHURCH.
On a cold wet Thursday in January 1899, the church
had four reasons for celebration. One was the
completion of the restoration of the old church that
the new church adjoined, another was the monument
to Joanna Baillie and the third and fourth were new
entrances to the church.
The restoration of
the old church had
begun about two
years before in 1897
and had also seen
p r e v i o u s
restorations in 1719
and 1833. This latest
restoration had
involved removing
about two or three
feet of earth from
both outside the
walls and inside the
church that had
accumulated after
centuries of
internments near
the walls. After the
earth had been cleared several monuments were
uncovered that had not seen the light of day for
several generations. One was in memory of the Duke
of Hamilton, two had been erected to the Earls of
Forfar, (titles held by the Douglas family), also
monuments to several members of the family of the
Campbells of Woodhall who, for almost 150 years,
had been the largest proprietors in the parish. There
was also a marble tablet to Mrs. Douglas of Orbiston
who left generous gifts to the poor. Another tablet
was in memory of Dr. Stewart, a distinguished
medical officer in the Crimean War and the Indian
Mutiny. The families of the deceased were contacted
and they renovated and cleaned the memorials after
they had been neglected for many years. The service
for rededication of the restored church was entrance
by ticket only. Dr. Pagan, minister of the church,
conducted the service and was joined by 19 other
ministers from local and other churches. All the
clergy wore their ecclesiastical robes and hoods
presenting a most spectacular scene.
At the conclusion of the service the congregation
moved outside to witness the unveiling of the Joanna
Baillie monument newly installed in the church
garden. The monument was a gift from Mr. James
Donald. The unveiling was performed by Joanna’s
grandniece, Miss Baillie, who had travelled from
London. Dr. and Mrs. Pagan joined her in this duty.
Since the weather had deteriorated, all re-entered the
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church to complete the unveiling service. Dr. Pagan
then read aloud a letter from Mr. Donald in which he
had written of his pleasure in being able to provide
the monument and its location in front of the
church. Dr. Pagan then went on to describe the
various ornamentations of the monument and the
significance of each of them. Miss Baillie then spoke
of her pleasure and honour at being the one chosen
to unveil the monument when, as she observed,
others more worthy than herself would gladly have
performed the act.
Two new entrances to the church grounds had been
created. The larger of the two entrances was a gift
from Mr. James Donald. The view of the new church
from Main Street was obscured by the presence of
some tenement buildings almost hiding the church
completely. The entrance to the church grounds had
been via a short narrow lane (the path beside the
Douglas Arms pub). Mr. Donald managed to buy the
tenements and the land they stood on. He
demolished the buildings to create the entrance we
see today including the garden layout. He also built
the building used today as the church office. It was
built as a home for the church officer of the day. A
plaque on the wall commemorates this event. Mr.
Donald was born in Bothwell and had moved to
London at some time but kept Bothwell fondly in his
memory. The other entrance was also a gift, this one
from Mr. James Stedman Dixon. He wanted to create
a new view of the combination of old and new
churches. There was a slight problem in that a
blacksmith had his business just where Mr. Dixon
would like to have his new entrance. Just as Mr.
Donald had done, he persuaded the blacksmith and
his neighbour to sell him their plots of land to create
the entrance known today as the “Dixon gate”. The
view today is partially obscured by the trees growing
in the gardens. Mr. Dixon was the owner of iron and
steel making operations and lived in Bothwell in
“Fairleigh House” on Hamilton Road.

A loving Remembrance of Departed Dear ones.
This Lodge, conservatory, monument to Joanna Baillie. and
ground forming an entrance to Bothwell Parish Church, were in
1898, given in trust to the Minister and Kirk Session for the time
being, by James Donald of Glasgow and London, together with a
sum of money for their perpetual upkeep
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MEMORIES OF BOTHWELL MAIN STREET IN THE 1950s
Over the past 50 years the changes we have seen in
our local shops have been as drastic as any advances
in technology. Like many other towns and villages,
supermarkets and online shopping has led to the
demise of small traditional local shops.
The road through the centre of Bothwell may look
the same as ever but the shops on either side have
certainly changed and are unrecognisable from what I
grew up with in the 1950s. Back then the Main Street
was the hub of village life where neighbours and
friends would meet up to exchange gossip and news.
Shopping was done on a daily basis in a variety of
local shops which provided everything needed to
sustain a family.
At the corner of Main Street and Blantyre Road, on a
site now occupied by the Amran, was an upmarket
grocery selling goods which were a bit more exotic
and more expensive than other grocers on the street.
Even today that area is still known to older locals as
“Keith’s Corner.” Between there and present day
“Frox” there was a cobbler, a baker, a fish shop, a
surgery with two consulting rooms and an
electrician’s business.
Occupying the area taken up today by Clinitex, Spar
grocers and Julie Lamont was Winnings, a small
family department store which sold ladies’ fashions;
coats, suits, day dresses and evening wear. There was
also a corsetry and an underwear department as well
as a shoe shop. Winnings was frequented not only by
local ladies but also by ladies from all over
Lanarkshire. In the 1950s this Bothwell shop was at
the cutting edge of fashion. I well remember my
mother taking me there for my first evening dress, a
confection of apple green tuille. (I thought I looked
the “bees’ knees).

Most shoppers were members of the cooperative
society and had a book and a membership number.
Customers would post the book in a large wooden
box situated in the middle of the counter. They would
then wait patiently to be served when their number
was called out. Details of the purchases and the cost
of the goods would be recorded in the book.
Thereafter a cash carrier operated by a series of zip
wires carried the payment to the cashier in the office.
The building now occupied by Jan Allan, the jeweller,
was very different in the 1950s. A pend close led to
Fleming the joiner’s yard. Next door was Dalrymple’s
dairy where the milk bill was paid weekly. The
present day Greek restaurant was a private home,
Cumberland Cottage. Rosso’s restaurant was a
newsagent and sweet shop run by the Misses Wood.
Darroch’s next door was also a newsagent. The
Darroch family were much respected in the village
and served the community for many years. Later they
added a green grocers to their business. This fruit and
vegetable shop had previously been owned by Miss
McNaughton, a diminutive lady of indeterminate age
who wore a long black dress covered by an apron. The
shop was a tumbling mass of boxes but she always
managed to negotiate a path through them and knew
where everything was. Tunnock’s bakers came next
followed by Scott the grocer (now the Bothwell
salon). The building, later Minto House, formerly run
as an ironmongers by the Fotheringham family was a
baby linen shop and now sells ladies’ underwear.
Finally on this side of Main Street in a building now
an artists’ gallery was a grocer’s shop run by Gavin
Liddell.
To be continued.

Mary McWhinney.

Next was Bothwell Apothecary where potions and
lotions were expertly dispensed by Mr Copeland, the
pharmacist. The site of the Montissore Nursery was a
private house which was later demolished. Donald’s
the butcher, the next shop in line, survived until
recently but has now closed. Humble Pie and the
estate agents now take the place of what was formerly
Scott’s the grocer.
The cooperative was a major shopping asset to the
community. It took up the premises now occupied by
the betting shop, the Chinese take away and Hope
the jeweller. For me the Coop was a fascinating place.
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THE WEAVERS OF BOTHWELL
“If it wisnae for the weavers, what wad they do.
They widnae hae claes made out o oor woo,
They widnae hae a coat neither black nor blue.
Gin it wisnae for the wark o the weavers.
David Shaw (1776-1856)
This old song, now popular with modern folk singers,
reminds us that weaving was a big industry in 18th and
19th century Scotland. At first in Bothwell, in
common with other communities in Scotland, it was
a cottage industry. Glasgow merchants would travel
to the village with the raw material for the weavers to
go to work in their own homes. Later the merchants
would collect the piece work when it was ready for
the market. With the onset of the Industrial
Revolution, cottage industries were no longer
economical and a mill was established in Bothwell
with 90 power looms.
In 1785, David Dale established a larger mill in
Blantyre which brought about the demise of the
Bothwell mill and obliged local weavers to cross the
Clyde for work. We know something of life in this
mill as experienced by David Livingston, the famous
19th century missionary and explorer.
What were conditions in the 18th century weavers
cottages like? In the Heritage Collection, in the
Donald Institute in Bothwell, we have two original
19th century pictures of Green Street. The small
whitewashed, thatched cottages which may once have
housed weavers would not have changed much since
the previous century.
Janet Hamilton (1795-1873) the wife and mother of
weavers in Langloan (now part of Coatbridge) and a
respected poetess and writer recorded her impressions
of a weaver’s home as it was in her youth. What she
describes would be similar to weavers’ houses in
Bothwell at the time.

with the thatch for a canopy, surrounded with the
lumber of disused hand loom furniture. There is a
heap of peats in one corner and a bundles of bed
straw in another- a bunch of oat straw, laid beneath a
tick filled with chaff, being the only mattress known
to the Scottish housewife of the period. In the house
below, two large wooden boxes, with sliding or folding
doors in front, with a space between for the inner
door, held the beds of the family.
The gude wife’s clothes press stood against the wall on
one side of the house, and the aumrie, or more modern
dresser and rack on the other; and in most houses a
dark faced eight day clock served to mark the lapse of
time to the industrious inhabitants. A chest, half a
dozen coarse, heavy chairs, a deal table with two or
three stools completed the furniture of the Scottish
villager’s home.
In no part of Scotland was the Sabbath more strictly
observed. It was looked upon not only as a day of rest,
but also as a day exclusively devoted to religious
purposes. No householder was accounted respectable
who did not engage in the duty of family worship once
a day, at least, and twice on Sunday, going regularly
to church with such of his family who were able to
attend. On that day, what a solemn tranquillity
brooded in the air, what a hushed silence reigned on
the earth, broken only by the voice of prayer and
praise proceeding from every house in the village. The
street door was never opened on that day except for
the egress or ingress of church goers. No traveller, no
straggler, no children at play were to be seen on the
road, or running about the streets; and he was
considered to have committed a serious breach of duty
who was seen walking in the fields on the Sabbath.”
What Janet Hamilton saw and recorded would be
familiar to her contemporaries in Bothwell. Today she
is remembered in a granite memorial in the West End
park in Coatbridge.

“Consisting of only a single apartment 15 or16 feet in
width and nearly square – two of these opening upon a
common passage, leading quite through to the cottage
garden behind, form what is called in Scotland a “but
and ben.”
Entering in you tread upon an unmade earthen floor
worn into a hundred hollows. The ceiling above is
constructed of rough sawn boards black with smoke:
and there, in undisturbed security, venerable spiders
hang their webs from “every coigne of vantage.” You
ascend by a ladder to this loft, where, if the family is
large, the young men and boys sleep upon pallet beds,

www.bothwellhistoricalsociety.co.uk

Page 4

BOTHWELL HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Autumn 2018

BOTHWELL PARISH CHURCH
In August an “Open Doors” sign was put up outside
Bothwell Parish Church inviting people to come
inside and take a look at the interior of the building
which stands at the heart of the village and dominates
the landscape for miles around. From Monday to
Friday twenty three volunteers became tour guides
sharing the responsibility of welcoming visitors and
giving them a brief history of the church at Bothwell
over the six hundred years of its existence. Tom
Abercrombie must be mentioned in dispatches as he
held the bridge in the crucial gap over lunchtime. In
August around two hundred visitors came and when
the Church was reopened on Saturday the 15th
September during the Scarecrow Festival. This was
matched in one single day by another two hundred
visitors who came to look and stay and ask questions.

Some had dropped in by chance having noticed the
open doors sign. A delightful group of ladies, old girls
from Elmwood School who met regularly in the
chapter house for lunch had wanted to see the inside
of the building for quite some time.
The first reaction from our visitors was of delighted
surprise – “beautiful,” “stunning,” wonderful,” were
the words that were used. The view that inspired this
reaction was from the narthex where the narrow
entrance to the church opens into a huge space,
divided by a long aisle and beyond that at the far end
of the church a stunning stained glass depiction of the
nativity scene and above it the soaring stone slabs of
the medieval roof.
The walk down the aisle takes you down through the
new church built in 1833 and
modernised in 1933 to the
crossing which links the
modern world to the medieval
world when the old church was
built. This crossing point is
marked by the Bothwell
Embroideries that hang on
brackets as you pass through to
the choir. The tapestries were
commissioned to celebrate the
six hundredth anniversary of
the church in Bothwell and
involved 600 school children.

Who were they and why did
they come? Well, they came
from Belgium, Canada,
France, Poland, Bulgaria,
G e r m a n y, C a l i fo r n i a ,
Australia, New Zealand,
Holland, Russia and
Estonia. Not to mention,
England,Wales, Ireland and
Scotland. Some were deeply
religious and many of no
religion at all. There were
Ro m a n C a t h o l i c s a n d
various sorts of Protestants
The space narrows into the
and one who was a Sikh.
intimacy of the old collegiate
There were rowers from
Some of the embroideries
church that contains the choir and the
Amsterdam and cyclists from
organ. There is an elaborate monument
Moscow who were taking part in
to the third Duke of Hamilton that was
the European Games. There were couples who had
married in the church. There were tourists from the brought here from the chapel of Hamilton Palace
USA and Australia who wanted to see the church when it was demolished in 1852. The stained glass
where their parents had married. Some were designed by Sir Edward Burne Jones in all its glorious
grandparents who wanted to see where their colour fills the East Window but the stones are of the
grandchildren had been christened. There was one middle ages when the lands around the church were
man who had a serious interest in the gravestones and held by Archibald the Grim. He provided the funds
got a tour of the churchyard. Another was so that the church at Bothwell became a collegiate
knowledgeable and impressed by the stonework and church. The stonework of the walls is medieval but
spent a good deal of time studying the repaired roof clearly repaired in places. Three seats were built into
and masonry. Yet another, a joiner to trade, was very the south wall where the clergy would sit in preinterested in the church woodwork and everyone reformation times. On the opposite side is the
appreciated the beauty of the stained glass and the sacristy which is entered through an ancient doorway.
scale and history of the building. Many were local. It has a vaulted chamber where the sacred vessels and
vestments were kept in the past but today is where
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the Marriage Register is signed by the many couples
who choose to marry in the church. This part of the
building contains the choir stalls and the organ.
Above it all soars the magnificent barrel-vaulted stone
roof which has recently been carefully and faithfully
restored.
When you turn to retrace your steps into the nave the
visitor sees a view of the church which is rarely seen
by the congregation. At the far end on the west wall
there are three tall stained glass windows depicting
stories from the Old and New Testament. There are
other stained glass windows throughout the building
d e p i c t i n g t h e s t o r y o f St . B r i d e a n d i n
commemoration of others who have played their part
in the story of the church and village. The effect is to
flood the church with light on a sunny day. There are
niches set into the stonework where fragments of
gravestones and pillars from the old church have been
placed. The twentieth century marked changes to the
church with a roll of honour to commemorate those

Autumn 2018

who fought and those who died in the two world
wars.
The Church in Bothwell from its foundation in 1398
was Roman Catholic. When the Reformation took
place in 1560, the priest and congregation became
Protestant, then in the turmoil of the struggle
between Parliament and the Stuart dynasty, for more
than twenty years in the seventeenth century the
Church became Episcopalian in doctrine. In 1688
James Stuart fled to France and was replaced by his
daughter Mary and her husband William of Orange.
In that year the restoration of Presbyterianism was reestablished in the church in Bothwell.
When the visitors wrote “awesome”, “impressive”
“gorgeous” did they, like Philip Larkin, feel “It pleases
me to stand in silence here”?
Sheila J. Beckett

IT’S A MYSTERY!

The photograph is Bothwell Primary School Primary IV and V Classes, June 1957.
If you recognise any of the pupils, please contact Jack Gallacher (jackg1@aol.com).
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DIXON’S GATE
The wall, railings and gate at the Dixon’s Gate entrance to the Kirkyard have been refurbished. The work
was financed by the Church in partnership with the Land Trust which, in this case, received the funds from
Patterson’s Quarries. The work was managed by the Bothwell Historical Society.
The work to restore the sandstone wall is substantially complete but final pointing by the stonemason is
still required.
The contract for the metalwork required the blacksmith to remove the railings, cut out and replace the
badly rusted parts, sandblast to remove the paint, hot dip, galvanise and repaint. Unfortunately due to the
composition of the old railings the galvanising process failed, although three attempts were made by the
galvanising company. As a result the blacksmith has had to fabricate new railings to exactly the same design
as the old ones and this work delayed the project.
The railings and gate were finally installed on Thursday 25 October and I am sure you will agree an
excellent job has been done.
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AGM AND TALK BY PROFESSOR GEORGE MAXWELL

At the AGM of
Bothwell Historical
Society we had the
pleasure again of
hearing a talk
given by Professor
George Maxwell
entitled 'Early street
lighting in Glasgow
and its connection with
Bothwell.' In his usual
inimitable fashion Prof Maxwell brought the
technical down to the simplistic for those of us
lacking the knowledge and understanding of gas
production from coal. He also explained some of the
logistical problems of getting the coal from the mine
to the gas works in Glasgow when transport was
limited to horse and cart.
As industrialisation and development in Glasgow
progressed in the 18th century a rich middle class
flourished. The men formed a club in Glasgow
called the Trongate Club. In order that people could
find this club in the dark evenings an oil lamp was
placed on top of the building as a marker/beacon.
People saw this as a good idea, not only to light up
the street but as a mark of something else;
prosperity, innovation, progress.
Nine other lamps were placed between the Trongate
and Stockwell Street (then the city's main street) and
so the idea of street lighting took hold. However,
because of the complexity and expense of oil lamps,
large scale street lighting was impractical. Prof
Maxwell explained that as the 19th century
began ,William Murdoch, who discovered the
illuminating properties of coal gas, paved the way for
lighting up Glasgow's streets with gas. In 1817 the
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Gas Light Company was formed in Glasgow and in
1818 the first proper gas street light was switched on.
Prof Maxwell spoke about how the coal used in the
gas works had to be rich in gas and a good source
was found in the mine near Crossford. Of course,
this coal had to be transported to the gas works in
Glasgow using horses and carts, along roads that had
to be maintained using tolls otherwise they would
have become impassable. Also horses could only
work for so many miles and so there had to be
provision for fresh horses en-route which involved
stabling etc. All these logistics cost money and
needed good organisation. Eventually within ten
years the demand for gas became so great that a gas
works was opened in Uddingston.
Prof Maxwell also described with diagrams how the
coal containing the gas was heated up and converted
into gas at the gas works. Another type of coal was
used as fuel to heat the gas coal causing the gas to be
released. The gas had to be 'cleaned' producing byproducts such as naphtha oil, (various uses and
derivatives and was used for keeping moths at bay),
ammonia (used for fertilisers) and tar (used on boats
and ships because of its waterproof properties).
The first electric street lights were established in
Glasgow in 1893 after a central power station was
built in 1892 in Waterloo Street. However Electric
lighting in households was slower to become the
norm.
Professor Maxwell, through his very interesting and
enlightening talk, has provided us all with a very
good insight into the history of street lighting and
we now appreciate much more how our street
lighting developed from oil to gas and finally
electricity, something I think many of us took for
granted.
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TOMMY MENZIES
Tommy was born and raised with his siblings in
Lasswade – Midlothian. While at a young age his
mother died and his aunt stepped in to help with the
family.
His Dad then re-married and it was decided to put
the children into care as was common in those days.
Tommy and siblings were sent to Hartfield House in
Lanarkshire. From there Tommy was given a place in
Kirklands Hospital in Bothwell where he settled and
formed friendships both within the hospital and the
local Bothwell community. Separated from his
siblings, Tommy often walked to Bellshill in the belief
that his sister was somewhere resident in that area.
Sadly they were never to meet.
Tommy was able to work and did so as a nightwatchman as the Bovis estate was being developed.
This was a job Tommy took seriously and at which he
excelled.
Tommy married Janet – from Kirklands but sadly this
partnership had its ups and downs as we all know. At
one point Tommy was temporarily moved to
Cambuslang for his safety. He was miserable as he
didn’t know anybody but fortunately one of the
ladies in the Camphill who lived there used to bring
him to Bothwell in the morning and take him back at
night. Therefore Happy Tommy!!
To many in the community Tommy was best-known
for being Santa; walking the main street for hours,
day in day out, dispensing happy chat to those whom
he met - and, importantly, sweets (donated by local
traders) to delighted youngsters. He also did errands
for shop-keepers and for doing so received payment.
Frank, the butcher, 'banked' this income and it
became Tommy's holiday fund for his many beloved
foreign trips.

Thanks to his friends there and at the Camphill Bar
Tommy enjoyed his last years comfortably resident in
the Beild Housing at Fife Court and having his love
of a pint of beer and tobacco regularly supplied!

Last year Sara Crichton and I decided we should
have something with which to remember Tommy.
So after much deliberation we decided on a Ladies
Lunch to raise money for ‘something’ and we
would ask the ladies for their suggestions!
The lunch was held in the Strathaven Hotel and
we entertained the ladies with a Floral
Demonstration along with some shopping stalls.
A lovely day was had by all and the suggestions
came fast and furious! eg. Change the name of the
Camphill to ‘Tommy’s’, a special brew to
commemorate him, a bench in the village or a
memorial.
We discussed this with Peter in Riva and it was
decided to have a fitting memorial outside the
Camphill Vaults.
The memorial was made by a blacksmith and duly
fastened in place.
Unfortunately some people seem to think that the
pipe is a good place in which to stub out their
cigarettes!!
Marilyn Jack

Many of you will remember when he went to Spain
for the first time.
The village really pulled out the stops with clothes,
pesetas etc. Best dressed man in Spain and, of course,
the Bunnet was changed for a Panama Hat!!
Within the Parish Church family Tommy had – and
still retains – a cherished place.
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SCOTTISH LOCAL HISTORY FORUM
Earlier this year our society joined The Scottish
Local History Forum. The forum was established
in 1983 to join together many local history
groups and have universities, archaeological
groups, local authorities and museums available
online to share resources for general information
and research studies. The forum publishes enewsletters every two months and a journal three
times each year. The journals will be available in
Bothwell library to all readers. They are marked
for reference only and should not be removed
from the library so that as many other readers as
possible may have access to them. The latest
journal, Autumn 2018, along with the spring and
summer ones are in the library now; others will
follow as they arrive. Have a browse through
them where you will find fascinating wellresearched and written articles.

PETITION TO PROTECT BATTLEFIELD SITES
Having taken note of attempts by builders to undertake unsuitable developments on or near the
sites of historic battlefields in Scotland (including the Covenanters' Field of 1679) Bothwell
Historical Society petitioned the Scottish Parliament to enact legislation to protect 39 battlefields of
importance to the nation's history. These sites have already been designated as such by Historic
Environment Scotland. The petition which closed on June 25th collected 1322 signatures from
across the globe. On September 13th the petition was heard by a parliamentary committee who
decided to seek further comment from Historic Environmental Scotland, COSLA, Visit Scotland
and the Scottish Government. We await with interest to see what happens next and we are grateful
to everyone who gave their support.

SCHOOLS NEWS
On the 12th October, the Chairman was pleased to visit St Bride's Primary School to meet the
children of two classes in primary 3. The school has a strong policy of linking with local
organisations including the Historical Society to develop the children's awareness not only of their
heritage but of the need to appreciate and cherish the modern community in which they live. Like
many children of that age group, primary 3 members were articulate, enthusiastic and very
knowledgeable of Bothwell's heritage from the Middle Ages, the Enlightenment and the Industrial
Revolution. Jack Gallacher learned a great deal from the young people and looks forward to the
next visit to St Bride's.
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